Limited proteolysis of tumor cells increases their plasmin-binding ability.
Mild proteolytic treatment of SW1116 tumor cells with trypsin or plasmin increases their plasmin-binding ability considerably by increasing the number of binding sites without altering their affinity. This mechanism may be operative for increasing the concentration of active plasmin at the surface of tumor cells. C-terminal lysine residues are involved in plasmin binding to cells, since treatment of cells with carboxypeptidase B decreases this binding by 50%.